'Normal' disaccharidase levels in children.
Results of disaccharidase assays in small bowel biopsies from 887 children over a 3 year period were analysed to establish normal values. Abnormal histology, the presence of giardia trophozoites or total absence of sucrase and isomaltase were found in 307 cases and these were excluded from further consideration. The results for maltase, sucrase and lactase from the remaining 580 children have been graphed as percentiles at various ages. They represent results which are as close to normal as it is possible ethically to obtain.